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\ Nilakantha Dikshita of the 17th century, who was                          i
a minister* under the Naik kings of Madura and who                        ;
has made copious contribution to other branches of Sanskrit literature also, is the author of Naiacharitra-nataka, which is written in the easy flowing language characteristic of the author. Venkatadhyari of Visva-gunadarsa fame, a contemporary of Nilakantha, has                        <
dramatised, in his play Pradyumnabhyadaya, the story                     „
of the marriage of Rati with Pradyumna, the incaraa-                     %!
tion of Manmatha as the son of Sri Krishna.                                     \
A far more important name in the history of                       ji
drama in recent ages is that of Ramabhadra Dikshita                       \
who was a native of a village in Tanjore district. He lived and wrote in the later half of the 17th century.                       /,
His Janaki parinaya is a very interesting and fairly                        ?
popular drama. Although the plot can be easily under-                        ;f
stood from the title, the poet has introduced several                        I
innovations and comic situations in the story. Ravana, his companions and Tataka disguise themselves as                        jj
Rama and his party and great fun arises from mistaken identity. The story of Rama's search for Sita upto his                       y
fight with Vali is represented as an Antarnatika, a play                       |
enacted in Ravana's court.   Towards the end of the                       |
play, Surpanakha.   disguised  as  a  pious   hermitess                       |
appears before Bharata -and gives a false report of                       rj
Rama's death and Bharata'who is preparing to die is saved by the timely arrival of Rama. Ramabhadra Dikshita has a genius for creating interesting situations and his style is never coarse or tough. His devotion to R&ma adds to the beauty of hi* verses. 'While Indian*